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Who are we?
• Mission: To provide nature education and promote outdoor exploration of
our natural world.
• Vision: People of all ages appreciate and are stewards of our natural world.
• Values:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Education
Responsibility
Accountability and integrity
Equity of access because nature is for everyone
Diversity
Time spent in the forest
Where we come from and believe that Cache Valley is home
Advocating for fact
We are all stewards of the earth and nature and we must speak for it.

Programs

How we use research
• Grant writing:

• Proof of the need for nature education – “equigenic effect”
• Need to protect nature in terms of economic value and intrinsic value

• Developing programs

• Need to be relevant, impactful, and based in fact
• Understanding our community and its changing needs (both Cache Valley and
the natural world)
• We would love to use local research in making these decisions!

From our staff
• I think grantwriting is a big one for sure, but also open access for journals. Data is
really important to how we make decisions, but oftentimes they're locked behind
paywalls of journals. It'd be nice if USU had a depository in-house of faculty
papers that the local community could access without having to pay.
• I think there is a lot of great relevant research happening at the University that is
relevant to stewardship of Nature and other environmental issues including
climate change, DEA, etc. we just don't know about. For example, we've had a
few grad students do some great programs for us with Canyon Conversations and
other programs that we only knew about through misc. connections at the
University. Having open access to this research would make our programs more
relevant and accurate and allow us to utilize research long after these students
move on. The greater distribution and dialogues stimulated by organizations like
Stokes having open access to this research would also be a great benefit to the
academic community.

We Can Also Help You
• We are small but mighty

• Serve over 15,000 people per year on a budget of about $300,000
• Only have 9 staff – 5 full-time, 4 part-time
• No researcher on staff!

• We are also a place for you to gain some attention for your work!
•
•
•
•

Canyon Conversations/Adventures
Display space at the nature center
Amplify your message!
Help you access people or places

